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INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IN THE WORLD

7 5 90
thousand thousand countries

370 2680
million Languages






ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION - INDIGENOUS

CULTURES
Traditional

Ol’al langUageS
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* “The larger the <library> of humanity's
knowledge to which all humans can have
access, the greater the likelihood that,
where some approaches fail, others may
provide vital insights. And access to the
<library> is only gained through the
world's languages”™ (e aworwo or biFreRence - the earths

linguistic, cultural, and biological diversity, Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, Luisa Maffi, David Harmon, 2001)




Geographic coincidences between biological
and linguistic diversity
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Countries with mega biodiversity Countries with linguistic mega diversity Countries with the highest number of
endemic languages / number of languages /
in list mega biodiversity
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Venezuela Indonesia Philippines*
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Oppression/ discrimination

@ Globalisation

BB Pressure from multinationals / governments

Factors of
extinction of
indigenous
languages

H Displacement / Dispossession

&  Low number of speakers

T Oral tradition

il Tendency not to transmit language to following generations

shame of the own language




with the death and
disappearance of a
language, an irreplaceable
unit in our knowledge and
understanding of human
thought and world-view is
lost forever




Some
institutional
statements




Protection of

indigenous
languages in
international
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Consideration of indigenous languagen
international legal instruments for environmental
protection




» Trends of linguistic diversity and
numbers of speakers of indigenous
languages
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